Ist Chapter Of English For Class 10

FIRST FLIGHT

-

BSS

§
|
{
|

1. A LETTER TO GOD ' ‘%

G.L. Fuentes \

Summary | \

‘A Letter to God’ is a story of a farmer’s extreme faith in God. The writer G.L. Fuentes has tried to depict \
the faith of a poor and simple farmer in God in an impressive manner. Lencho was an honest and hardwork- |
ing farmer. He was shocked to notice that his crop was ruined in a hailstorm. He turned to God for getting |
some help. He wrote a letter to God. On Sunday, he posted the letter. When an employee of the post office Eﬁ
chanced to see the letter addressed to God, he made fun of the man who had written that letter but his boss, 1
the postmaster was a serious man and did not take the letter lightly. He was impressed by the extreme faith \
of the man and wished to have the same faith. He decided to answer the letter. He collected money from |
his employees to give in charity to the needy farmer. He was able to collect only seventy pesos and thought
that the farmer would be glad to receive the money. But to his utter disappointment, the postmaster Was
shocked to notice that it had made Lencho angry, who wrote another letter to God but with a warning not

to send the money by post as he considered the postal employees ‘a bunch of crooks’ who had stolen thirty
pesos from the hundred pesos sent by Him. ' '
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NCERT QUESTIONS

Oral Comprehension Check

1.
Ans.

p
Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

What did Lencho hope for? _ \
Lencho hoped for getting a better crop that year. \ \
Why did Lencho say the raindrops were like ‘new coins’?
Lencho said that the raindrops were like new coins because they were round in shape and almogt |
of the same size. Secondly, he knew that good rain meant good crop which ultimately meant good
money. '

How did the rain change? What happened to Lencho’s fields?

The pleasant and auspicious rain changed into a large hailstorm as a strong wind began to blow.
Lencho’s field was covered with snow and it looked white as if it were covered with salt.

What were Lencho’s feelings when the hail stopped?

When the hail stopped, Lencho was disappointed to see that the whole crop was spoiled. He felt
very sad.

Who or what did Lencho have faith in? What did he do?
Lencho had faith in God alone. He wrote a letter to God.
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" Lencho had complete faith in God. The lines which show his extrem

Wwho read the letter?
The pOStmas(er read the letter.,

What did the postmaster do then?

o postmas et CO."CClCd Some money from e cmployecs ang

was Lencho surprised to find a letter for him with | N sent it to the poor farmey
No. Lencho was not surprised to find g Jet(er money in jt? !
g m God with money in it. He took it ve
Wwhat made him angry? ry

Lencho became angry to see only seventy Pesos instead of hungy d
ed pesos.

ng about the Text

Who does Lencho have complete faith in? Which sentences in the story tell h
ell you this?

(i) Lencho thought only of his one hope: the help of God. ¢ faith in God are;

@) God, if you don’t he}-p me, my family and I will g0 hungry this year
‘Lencho showed not, the slightest surprise on seeing the money.” .
‘God could not have made a mistake’. '
‘God: Of the money I asked for, only seventy pesos reached me, send me the rest.’
Why does the postmaster send money to Lencho? Why does he sign the letter ‘God™
The postmaster sent money to Lencho because he was extremely impressed by the extreme faith of
a poor farmer in the supreme power of God. He signed the letter God because he didn’t want to
shake the poor man’s faith in God. : : v
Did Lencho try to find out who had sent the money to him? Why/Why not?
No, Lencho did not try to find out who had sent the money to him because he could not think that
anybody other than God could have given him the money. :

Who does Lencho think has taken the rest of the money? What is the irony in the situation. (Remember
that the irony of a situation is an unexpected aspect of it. An ironic situation is strange or amusing

because it is the opposite of what is expected.)
Lencho thought that the post office employees had taken the money. The irony is that the post office
employees donated the money to help Lencho but he accused them of stealing the money from the

envelope sent by God. ,
Are there people like Lencho in the real world? What kind of a person would you say he is?
Yes, there are people like Lencho, who are innocent enough to think_ that_ the God yvould_ certaulllly
help them as they have full faith in the supreme power of God. Lencho is a very simple man who
had extreme faith in God; he is a man of clear conscience.
ﬁ/encho is a simple and innocent fellow who is naive but not stu A
e thoy o _He has an unquestioning attitude.
ght of writing a letter to God. He q ¢ human nature. He lacks the value

Though Lencho has immense faith in God, he is a poor judge 0 iy 116, JACK
of gratefulness, What T like most about him is his immense faith in God and his simplicity.

There are two kinds of conflicts in the story ‘A letter to God’:

R 9
be.tw een humans themselyes. How are these conflicts illustrated? ans and nature an d between
Itis true that there are two kinds of conflicts in the story between

. hailstorm wipe out
nans themselves. Tn the beginning of the story, Lenciey ShOCkiﬁ)tgv:: iéjlgcing at the rainfall,
the happiness along with the crop in the field. The moment Lenchand L o o who had extreme
© did not know that it was the end of his happiness. On the other h en’lployees of the post office.
faith in the power of Almighty does not have the slightest trust in the 75 08

i him.
€ considers them a bunch of crooks though they tried € help hi

pid. It was his firm faith in God that

between humans and nature and
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Reference-to-Context Questions
act carefully and answer the questions that follow.

The house — the only one in the entire valley — sat on the crest of a low hill. From thig hei
could see the river a

nd the field of ripe corn dotted with the flowers that always promigeg a go()g
harvest. The only thing the earth needed was a downpour or at lejast a shower, Throughgy; the
morning Lencho — who knew his fields intimately — had done nothing else but see the sky towarg,
the north-east.
(@) The house was located on the
Ans. crest of a low hill

(6) The only thing the earth needed Was .......ooeceeeseeesene .
Ans. a downpour

(¢) One could see huts and the field of ripe corn dotted with the flowers from the hej

ght of the
hill. (True/False)
Ans. False i
(d) Find the word from the passage which means ‘top of a hill’.
Ans. crest

“Now we’re really going to get some water, woman.” The woman who was preparing supper, replied,
“Yes, God willing”. The older boys were working in the field, while the smaller ones were playing
near the house until the woman called to them all, “Come for dinner”. It was during the meal that,
just as Lencho had predicted, big drops of rain began to fall. In the north-east huge mountains of
clouds could be seen approaching. The air was fresh and sweet. The man went out for no other
reason than to have the pleasure of feeling the rain on his body, and when he returned he exclaimed,

“These aren’t raindrops falling from the sky, they are new coins. The big drops are ten cent pieces
and the little ones are fives.” '

(@) Lencho compared the raindrops with the
Ans. silver coins

(6) The family was happy as the rain was much needed for a
Ans. harvest

(c) The woman heard from Lencho that it was going to rain. (True/False)
Ans. True

(d) Find the word from the passage which means ‘s

ooooooooooooooooooooooooo

800d ...cueeeneerneeeeneene >

ymbol of prosperity’.

With a satisfied expression he regarded the field of rj
rain. But suddenly a strong wind began to blow and

to fall. These truly did resemble new silver coins. Th
to collect the frozen pearls,

(a) Lencho was satisfied as the

pe corn with its flowers, draped in a curtain of
along with the rain very large hailstones began
€ boys, exposing themselves to the rain, ran out

Ans... needed rain outside was much ............... HI for a good harvest.
(b) Suddenly a st ] g
) fo fall. y 4 strong wind began to blow ang along with the rain very large . began

e sto g ;
Ans. Falge nes that came along with the rain resembled golden pearls.

(@) Find the worg : ‘
o Frozon pea:]s?, from the Passage which meang ‘hailstones’.

(True/False)
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g s really getting l_)ad _110W,” exclaimed the man. “T hope it
" Poran hour the h.all ramned on the house, the garde
The field was white, as if covered witl salt. Not a leaf remai » On the whole v]]

- ; Ined alley,
destroyed. The flowers Were gone from the plants, Lencho’s soy] gvr;sf};i]trees; The corn wag totally
storm had passed, he stood in the midd]e of the field an( said to hig sonlS ?&Wﬂh sadness. When the

have left more than this. The hail has left nothing, Ty 1.« we will haye npy o O locusts woulg
no corn.”

Passes quickly,” 1¢ did not

0, the hillside, the cornfield Pass quickly,

(a) Lencho exclaimed with sadness that the ............... . i .
hailstones. Was getting bag ag it was raining with
Ans. weather
(6) Lencho was worried about how his family would.................. i
destroyed the cornfield. as the hailstones had completely
Ans. survive :
(c) The hailstorm not only destroyed Lencho’s cornfield but also damaged the whole valley.
Ans. True (True/False)

(@) ‘A plague of locusts’ means ...................... . :
Ans. a large number of insects that can Cause great damage to the crops.

That night was a sorrowful one. “All our work, for nothing.” 1

w

“There’s no one who can help us.” “We’ll all go hungry this Year”. But in the hearts of all who lived
in that solitary house in the middle of the valley, there was a single hope: help from God.

“Don’t be so upset, even though this seems like a total loss. Reﬁiember, no one dies of hunger.”

“That’s what they say: no one dies of hunger.” All through the night, Lencho thought only of his one
hope: the help of God, whose eyes, as he had been instructed, see everything, even what is deep in
one’s conscience. Lencho was an ox of a man, working like an animal in the fields, but still he knew
how to write. The following Sunday, at daybreak, he began to write a letter which he himself would
carry to town and place in the mail. It was nothing less than a letter to God.

(@) The single hope for the family was .......ccerruunnee. .
Ans. help from God. E -
(6) Lencho at last decided to write ....................... to God.

Ans. aletter _
(¢) Lencho believed that God does not let anyone die of hunger.

Ans. True
(d) Give the meaning of the word ‘conscience’ with reference to the extract.

Ans. a person’s moral sense of right and wrong,

“God,” he wrote, “if you don’t help me, my family and I will go hungry this year. I n'e.ed a h‘mgred
Pesos in order to sow my field again and to live until the crop comes, because the hailstorm....

e % At th
He wrote “To God’ on the envelope, put the letter inside and, still tr01'1bled,. went to town. At the
Post office, he placed a stamp on the letter and dropped it into the mailbox.

(True/False)

@) Lencho requested God to send him ....... — : |
S. 2 hundred pesos Y il SRR Al Qv S ailbox.
() At the PostI(J)ﬂ‘ice Lencho placed 2 vrereeeseensennnneness 011 the letter and dropped 1t: m@ the#l
S. Stamp . 4 | . (’j}ue/False)
- (©) Lencho wrote the letter to God because God will sow his field again. .
A0S, False E

DM NI ”.1—,.55 2 . ..
3801 ina the sTngnym of the word ‘anxious’ from the extract
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